Paper vs. Plastic

Could the residents of Smithtown benefit both ficialty and environmentally by switching from plasto
paper leaf bags?

Currently, the Town of Smithtown spends approxityatemillion dollars a year trucking our resideriesves
out of state to a landfillcomposting facility irRnsylvania. There are two primary reasons whydhwa uses
this method of disposal instead of recycling isvies locally. The first is the town’s inability ppocess the
20,000 to 25,000 tons of leaves our residents dispbevery year in town owned facilities. The setoeason
is that privately owned facilities are incapabléafding on the town contract to recycle (compdtst)leaves in
plastic bags because they are not permitted ordzfamethis activity. Since our leaves are preseatiijected in
plastic bags, any local facility accepting thesgsbaould be considered a transfer station, whighagibited

in the Town of Smithtown.

This dilemma leaves the town no choice but to samat 600 truckloads of leaves out of state at ggetang
cost to our taxpayers and our environment. Thighg, at the Kings Park Civic Association’s October
membership meeting, | proposed the town establigiogram that requires our residents to use biadizdpie
paper bags instead of plastic bags to disposeeofitfaves and yard waste. Many counties, notifstidual
towns, in New York State have already successiaijlemented a paper bag only policy for yard waste
disposal. Brookhaven and other Long Island towne lzdso begun using paper instead of plastic. Enlik
plastic bags, which are non recyclable and havetseparated from the leaves with an expensivegdeimn
machine, paper bags can be ground up with the demve other yard waste and recycled into compdst, A
unlike plastic bags, composting yard waste insiglgep bags does not require a transfer station perhis
would allow privately owned local facilities, withe proper zoning, to bid on the town leaf recygloontract.
These privately owned facilities could compost argess leaves that the town yards do not haveaecty
to handle. Switching from plastic to paper woulsibaénd our use of oil based, non-biodegradablédiplaegs,
take dozens of dirty diesel trucks off the roadduce our dependence on foreign oil, and could sare
taxpayers up to 1 million dollars per year.

Some say the odor from the recycling process cbeldnpleasant to nearby residents and therefoaé loc
composting could be problematic, but there are nveanys to mitigate odors by using proper composting
methods. Many composting facilities have been atestly using these techniques for years with few
complaints. Paper bags may be more expensive thatiqdbags, but they will provide the town with an
opportunity to recycle their leaves locally, betie§ both our taxpayers and our environment. iigvel that
Smithtown will experience the same positive resat®ther areas throughout the state that have thade
switch from plastic to paper. | have spoken to ptbern and county representatives and they alhtelithe
paper bags are widely accepted by residents. Tper peaf bags are said to be durable and easyetbecause
they are self standing.

There are many reasons why we should explore abé fgaper leaf bag recycling program in the Totvn o
Smithtown, instead of discouraging it. The finahailad environmental benefits are too great to ignor
Smithtown has a clear history of being one of tlusthenvironmentally friendly towns in the countapd | am
confident our town leadership will embrace a plaatt helps to improve our environment and reducesaou
burden.

Sincerely,
Michael Rosato

President
Kings Park Civic Association



